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	ART TO MAKE CHILDREN GROW AND RELATE TO EACH OTHER
	The line that portrays the Constellation


Tam Tam express n° 4. March, the 5th 2009


	Major exhibition in Paris

	Over 100 children’s artworks on Human Rights will be exhibited from March 16 to March 30 at the mairie du Vème arrondissement, in Paris – opened every day except Sundays.  A nice  opportunity to admire the wonderful work done by all groups on this theme. Paintings will not be up for sale as the exhibition is scheduled to travel to other places later on. 

However, a  DVD featuring all paintings from the slideshow on Human Rights will be sold  at the exhibition. This slideshow is really worth being released among a wide audience. The animators and educators of the Espper network  who work with street children saw it and told us how impressed they were by the work the children did. 

This DVD will also be available at Constellation, Villarbernon, 73 140 Saint Michel de M. 

	A virtual museum: Muz’

	Soon, a virtual children artworks museum will be online ; the Muz, was created by renown painters and illustrators, Tomi Ungerer and Claude Ponti among others. Children will have the possibility to put their artworks on the website. A jury will select the pieces that will enter the Muz’. A good challenge for our young artists!

	The travel of the artworks 

	Constellation’s aim is to make children draw and paint in their workshops, but also to have their artworks seen by adults or by other kids, at national and international level, through our magazine or though exhibitions. That’s why the artworks must travel and that’s also why it is very important to spot and ask help to people travelling abroad and to inform them of the key role they can play. If they can deliver the paintings as soon as they arrive, it can marvelously help us! Let us know about any opportunity you can identify. 

If they cannot travel in travelers’ bags, the artworks have to travel through the web: they must be scanned in high resolution; the image must be at least 15 cm large. 

	News from the groups: More and more exchanges!

	Bolivia: several groups are operating there and they now managed to share their experiences and to set up an efficient network: Lukas, Pauline and Hernan successfully made the children work on the comic strip theme.  

Nicaragua: a 7th group was just created. These 7 groups now need to set up a network. 

Benin: a group called Zama Zole (which means “what everyone whishes”) was just created.  Every one’s desire is to see children growing, and art is helpful for this. 

DRC: after the major events that shaked further and often strongly traumatized the children, Innocent Pendakasi is now re-launching the activities of the workshops. 

India- Alampoondi: In this village located at few hours from Pondichéry, the Children Art Center, with  50 children from 3 to 15, recently joined Constellation. Its founder is James Paul, a talented and very enthusiastic animator, who shares Constellation’s aims and vision: he wants to « make Dalit children stand straight ». 

Peru – Iquitos: the young  Milka Manuyama from the Canoa group won the first prize at the « Long Life to the Rain Forest! » painting contest organized by the Azteca Fundation in Mexico. Her prize was a trip to Mexico; she went there with an adult during one week and visited the forest in Chiapas. Congratulations Milka!

	A successful initiative: Sophie in Mali

	The Pari Sin group, created in 1999 in Mali, is used to welcome visitors. Sophie Petitpré spent several days there with the animators of the workshops before Christmas. Through this meeting, the group was able to learn a lot and to identify key points like: 

· It is essential and crucial to observe nature in situ. Going out and painting exactly what we are offered to look at, is a simple action, though it is often a discovery.  

· Animators themselves need to paint a lot to be able to accompany the kids in an even better way. The personal experience is key to progress in painting.

· Usage of computer and web/internet. Etienne, who is the animator of the group learnt how to run a blog. Go and check:  www.pari-sin.blogspot.com.  He hopes he can share with others his experience of Picasa on Google.

	Taking over

	In several groups, we now see some teenagers or young people, we used to be trained on painting when they were kids, who now help younger ones. In Peru, Nicaragua, Mali, Burkina-Faso, Rwanda and other countries, the in-charge of the workshops can now have things taken over by other young adults. Again, we’d like to insist on the fact that it is crucial that these young adults continue painting for themselves.  

	Magazines: still available

	The magazines are still available for 7 euros/unit. The issue on the « I talk about myself » theme is just out: 40 pages are not enough to show all the beautiful artworks done by the children.  They’ll be featured in the next issue!  

	What do you think?

	Does this newsletter meet your expectations? Is it useful? What can we do to improve it?


Enjoy this newsletter and check for more news on www.constellationart.org
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