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	Tam Tam express n° 3
December 6, 2008
	Art to make children grow and relate each other

	

	The Tree: still on!

	Some more paintings about the tree are still coming! The Pari Sin group worked mainly on the medical properties of the tree and on its benefits for men. Other groups like Killa in Ecuador or Cano Arte in Peru insisted more on the tree’s beauty. Other groups in Burkina and DRC emphasized on the symbolic power of the tree: they highlighted its straightness, its vertical aspect and its roots that recall the ones children need, particularly in these troubled times.



	A successful exhibition in Paris 

	
An exhibition was organized in Paris, rue Tournefort, during 3 days – on November 7, 8 and 9 – thanks to Cindy, Jacques and  Françoise. Visitors were very pleased and 13 artworks were sold. Cards and calendars were also very popular.

We received many letters, including some from Switzerland, following the release of an article on Constellation in the November-December issue of Prions en Eglise Junior (a catholic magazine for children).

Meeting with the Espper Network - Espper is a group of organizations working with street children; Constellation is associated to Espper. Françoise Petipre made a very successful presentation of the slideshow on Human Rights.

	Exhibitions to come 

	In Lyon (France) until Jan 27: at the Credit Mutuel bank outlet, 179 avenue Jean Jaures, 7th district, at working hours. Exhibition organized by Françoise Perrin who will attend the exhibition and will sell paintings.

Exhibitions are a critical tool to value the children of Constellation and any initiative you can take in this regards is most welcome.

Spring: an exhibition will take place in the city hall of Paris 5ème on Human Rights.

	Learnings from the workshops 

	The cartoon theme has been generated many fruitful exchanges. For example Massoud from the Peace Group in Afghanistan explained how he was working based on several draft versions, while Silvia in Ecuador explained how she rather gives priority to spontaneity.

These two different approaches are not contradictory and can be followed alternatively. Every group should make its own choice and follow its own rhythm.  It is crucial to exchange about the different initiatives we follow.



	News from the groups 

	DRC: we carefully follow the situation of our groups exposed to the dangers of war. Innocent Pendakasi in Goma and Rutshuru managed to send some news: many children, alike most of the local population, had to flee and walk during several days. Fortunately most of them could make it. Two of them were too exhausted and still remain in hospital. We keep in contact as much as possible and we ensure them of our thoughts and friendship.

Bolivia. Ñanta Group in Sucre send us marvellous paintings on the cartoon theme. Their initiative is also spreading to other groups in the country thanks to a bus that circulates around the country. 

Afghanistan: the Peace Group initiated by the House of  Flowers orphanage and Valerie Triboulot keeps developing well.

Nicaragua: there are now six workshops implemented through the cooperation between Constellation and the Inti organization. Three groups are located in Managua, one is in Chinandega, one is in Niquihomo and one is in Pueblo Nuevo – Melida Campbell.

Togo: François –Xavier who was in charge of the workshop died of malaria. His brother is considering taking over.

Rwanda: groups made a beautiful work on the cartoon theme. They managed to express various aspects of their lives.

Benin: the Zamasole group (Zamasole means what everybody’s wishes) is now organized as a team with a painter and with mothers who are in charge of batik and sewing work.



	Calendars 2009

	700 calendars with drawings on the Tree were designed and printed, in association with Inti (organization from Savoie (France) working in support to Nicaragua).

The calendars are ready to be sold; they are a nice and efficient tool to raise awareness about Constellation 



	Slideshows 

	Slideshow on Human Rights: let’s make it popular!!  This work is a treasure... still not popular enough... 

Slideshow on water is still available.

Magazines –some issues are still to be sold – 7 euros each. Just ask for them!

They are a very nice introduction to Constellation.

Big thanks to all translators. In order to reduce the workload for them, we are in search of other translators (English, Spanish and Portuguese languages). Let us know if you can participate.

Tell us what you think about this newsletter : is it useful? How can we improve it?

Thanks! This will be very useful to us.

Enjoy and see you soon on www.constellationart.org  
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