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	Tam Tam express n° 2 English, 

July 23,  2008
	Art to make children grow and relate each over

	Travelling strengthens the links

	From Bolivia to Argentina. Pauline Thévenot and Hernan Almiron (who work with kids in Sucre and in other areas of Bolivia as they travel with their own bus) visited Ana Maria Ortiz, the head of the Arco Iris group in Tucuman, Argentina. Their meeting was an occasion to share their experiences of the painting workshops and was very benefiting for all of them. 

	Receiving and sharing

	After they have received, they in turn give and share. Some of the teenagers who have attended  for several years the painting workshops, have now become animators and accept to manage the group:

· In Rwanda, in the Amohoro Iwacu group created by Alphonse Musonera, Aimé Florent -who is 15 and has participated in the workshops since they first started- has become a key tutor of the group and assists the children.

· In Bolivia, Ever, one of the participants, also helps animating the workshops. 

	Interesting initiatives

	Argentina: Young people promote the workshops in schools
In Villa Montana, close to Buenos Aires, children from the Valle de los Dibujos group (Valley of drawings) visit schools and present the artworks done with Constellation. This is a way to reach children who usually are isolated – for many different reasons like distance, time or financial problems – from any artistic activity. 

Venezuela: children’s drawings published in a book
In Caracas, the San José de la Urbina group, created by Maritza Montero, will illustrate a book on their district with children’s drawings.
Mali: a book about the Tree
Etienne Kamaté wrote a book about the Tree and included some of the drawings made by the children. Yvette Parès, a doctor specialized in African medicine, supports Constellation and accepted to write the preface of the book.
Ecuador: exhibition of the children’s artworks
In Riobamba, the Killa group created by Sylvia, organises regularly exhibitions in very diverse and highly frequented places like the local museum, the market or bank offices. These exhibitions emphasize and value the beauty of the work done by the children. 

DRC (Democratic Republic of Congo) and Rwanda 

 In the big lakes regions, both Innocent Pendakazi and Alphonse Katsuva work with their own groups on the « Our Traditions Are Our Roots » theme. Through this initiative, they can contribute to the Pro-Peace strategy and actions in their region which had been at war for very long time. 

	New groups
 

	Afghanistan
In Kabul, a French girl, Valérie Triboulot, facilitated the creation of the « Sol » group (Sol means Peace in local language). Two painters, Rohulla and Raheen, are working with the group; so are the 2 teachers of the House of Flower, the NGO’s orphanage in which the group is hosted.
More information on House of Flower on: http://www.mepoonline.org/afghanistan_orphanage.htm 

Benin
In the northern areas, a priest heard about Constellation through his brother and presented the idea to a local organisation working with children. The project was quickly approved and the group was created. As a start, every child will take time to tell his own story and will later paint or draw his own portrait.  


	It is time ...

	… to place orders for cards and calendars! Any order we receive in advance is a very precious help for Constellation.

	The on-going project

	All groups received by email some of the drawings and paintings already made on the current theme by some groups. The responses we received were all excellent!


	Thanks to all

	Many thanks to the translators - Anna Jager, Marcella, Mélissa and Jonathan, Bernadette- and to the youth who help Constellation; big thanks too to Cindy for the exhibitions in France and to Virginie for the ones in  Peru.    
Enjoy and see you soon on www.constellationart.org
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