“MY earth seen from sky”: « MA TERRE VUE DU CIEL »

The so-called project « MY earth seen from sky » (document of July 2004) aims at enable a child to have is own vision on how to observe HIS earth, the place where he lives, and then he creates a earth such as he wishes it would be,… therefore, learning how to observe takes a huge place as well as the need of giving a place to dreams, to imagination …

The stake of that works is to develop the work done by children thanks to itinerant expositions of the best of what was produced: frescos which reflect the children point of view, but individual paints too, pictures albums, drawings and texts…

We propose three steps:

1° STEP

How to offer to children the possibility to rise up to the sky, to stand back so as to have a better overview, to observe and to create his own earth?

To find with him a way to go up: for example, a child can imagine he is a bird or a flying machine (why would he not go through the sky on the back of a bird, or in a balloon or on a kite…). We prefer a slow way of flying which enables things to be seen or heard in a better way.

The child is then invited to create his flying machine, his bird, which will further help him to discover the Earth seen from the sky. So, he could start his trip.Travelling by that way, he observes his earth, people living on it, hearing their word.

As soon as the first choice has been done, ask each child to present his bird, his flying machine thanks to a drawing. They should not forget to draw themselves on their bird, their kite. Those paints will be exposed too, so do not forget the name and the age of their author (It could be interesting for that work to encourage them to simplify shapes or to stylize as much as possible using a rich colour palette.)
Drawings done with ink will be included in Albums (It is better to have several drawings in which choice will be done, than a drawing, erased and redraw. Neither give eraser (rubber) nor put frames. You can use a paintbrush or a brush BUT without using a pencil!

It would be very kind to join to paints the picture of the child who did it. Do never throw away sketch or outline, rough draft to let a choice of drawings or pieces to stick at the end. Those choices will be done in group with numerous participants. Pasting (gluing), children drawings composition on their birds will be done in group as well. 

In groups, whenever it is possible, we can imagine to go from 2-D to 3-D bird or flying machine manufacturing from the drawing. 

So as to do so, daily used material should be used (paper, packing, iron wires, wood… You should help children to make their work as close as possible to what they drew. But it should keep reasonable dimensions (15 to 40 cm) and not be heavy so as to be hanged to give a flying impression.

For those who can do that 3-D work, do not forget to take pictures since we do not carry 3-D works. 

It will then consist in the 2nd step, which is for the child, to do as if he goes to adventure: trip, discovery. That trip can take several shapes. Actors who can be involved it the “trip”, can be a kind of link to events, tales or legends. We remind that the trip occurs in his own country. Each child has to be able to make know what his own country is, how to live in, its tales, legends and heroes. 

2nd STEP 

“It is as if I spoke to the sky…”

That 2nd step aims at still opening the imaginary of the child. He will follow his bird in the sky and may be involve in a relationship between the bird and himself. There could be a dialog. The child can simply relate, invent some situations. The bird can speak too through the child words…

That work can be done through different manners: Gather all what the children can say, converse or stories they heard; Write, draw some kind of comics ; Paint some stories, drawings and paintings of preparation that come with frescos will be put into albums (otherwise, some pictures of that can be taken)

Adolescents can be driven to think about on how people are living on earth, what they do of earth: environment, diseases, wars, … But keep in mind that they must focus on their place of living and not on the whole world. 

In that step, the objective is to make the children expression the most rich as possible, by helping them bringing to their mind images, and to make them share their different stories.

In that step, it is important to stay concrete: all the children want peace, but what is the most interesting is the origins of a conflict for them and the solution they can imagine to stop conflicts.  You should avoid doves of peace. To dream, yes, but from its everyday/daily.

When all the stories are written down, the time to put them in image will come, by a creative way. That is the 3rd step.

3rd Step 

Frescos (to paint my earth seen from sky)

It is the most significant step, the heart of the project: 

In that step, children have to let shapes and colours come to their mind, thanks to the previous work. It consists in painting coloured frescos, creating the background on which, all that was previously written, painted and drawn, will be brought to life. The first part of that work is to focus on the meanings and then on how to represent them. It is a way to well occupy the space and not to deviate to anecdotes that most of the time limit creativity.

It is also interesting to create all kind of albums, folding, crumpled… on which will be written some children words, pictures, black & white drawings (visible enough to be photocopied)

Neither use bright acrylic nor varnish. Be aware that paint do not flake when rolling a fresco.

So as to be visible and attractive, create your frescos with colours without letting white blank zone. Keep drawings for albums.

 Warning: an exposition has to be mobile. So take care that it will not be degraded during the transport, as well as it should be not heavy. Finally the exposition should be able to change it “shape” giving the location. 

All that was done during the preparation can be presented, either in albums, or in different expositions, pasting of what is interesting. It can be sometimes only a detail on a drawing. Do not forget to input the name of the child involved in a project. The over whole has to be visible.  

Have fun and good creation. 

