 

 

Hello to all, 

We are in the decade of Peace (2000 to 2010). The Nobel Price winners have asked for us all to strive to imagine ways to build peace. It involves learning how to talk to each other, to live together, to respect each other and help each other out. 


There will be no peace as long as Human Rights for men and women are not respected. We thought that painting the Universal Declaration of Human Rights would enable us to better understand what it means and how each of us can experience it. 

1 Let’s all talk about human rights in our daily life 

To do so, we can start by discussing the significance of  “Human Rights” for us, where we live, in a city neighbourhood, in the countryside, among men and women of different occupation and social status. 

For example : 

I am a girl or a boy, do I have the same rights, the same possibilities ? 

Some children go to school, some work. 

Some children, men or women are disabled. How do they live; how are they considered, treated ? 

I know men and women who work for peace, so that the human rights of all are respected (accommodation, food, school)

Then we can read together the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, proclaimed on December 10th 1948 by the General Assembly of the United Nations (it is possible to read just some extracts or the attached summary). 

What is the relationship with what we live, what we talked about ? The text can also make us think of other situations where human rights are respected or ill-treated.  We can continue the discussion, read again, and so on…

Around us, in our country, in our neighbourhood, there are men and women of different colours, different countries or origins, different religions. 

Some, maybe me, are careful to let each and everyone live and develop: through healthcare, accommodation, food, school. Others are not interested in mankind. Some even act in a way that harms mankind: lack of respect, theft, slavery, torture, massacre. 

Our countries’ history shows that Human Rights have not always been or still are not respected. 

Let’s insist on the rights of each human being, man or woman, and on the consequence this has: what is the duty of each of us for everyone to have rights.

Doesn’t the foreigner who arrives in our country need more attention when he arrives ? 

Shouldn’t elderly people be listened to ? Do children have to pay special attention to them ? and is this not reciprocal ? 

In a classroom, children must respect the teacher ; and doesn’t the teacher have to respect the children ? be on time, use proper language… no humiliating punishments. 

Must children not respect each other ? give more room to the weaker (in case of handicap, language or understanding difficulties, shyness) ? refuse judgments based on clothing, living area, colour ?

2. Let’s paint what we have seen, heard, what has affected us. 


First, from what will have been heard and understood in the discussion above, the children will each paint an action, a situation, a story illustrating one aspect of Human Rights in their daily life, their family, their job, their parents’ job, their neighbourhood, their village, their region or country.  

Then, the children will each put their paintings together in an album, and they will be able to add words that translate their thoughts, their dreams, or write a story or a tale of their country. 

Paintings done by different children can also be put together in a same album. Don’t forget that each painting must be signed. 

You can also put a picture of the child / the children.
You can also tell and illustrate an episode of the history of your country that relates to Human Rights. 

In this first part, do not hesitate to use all kinds of techniques: ink, paints, collages, chalk, mixtures of all sorts; Let the children each enjoy themselves, be creative but always staying within the subject of their daily life, what they see, what they hear around them. 

 3. Then we invite you to create frescoes of 1mx1m. 


Each fresco will correspond to an article of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, that you will choose for its particular relevance in your country. The children will naturally make the link with what they have heard or seen. This work can be done in groups of 3 to 5 per fresco.

 This work must be a real artistic work. You did a wonderful work for “My Earth seen from the Sky”. You saw the results in Constellation magazine number 17. 

All compositions are possible. Be imaginative !

All children are men or women from the day of their birth. They are thus concerned by Human Rights and Duties during their whole life. This is why we have chosen to talk about Human Rights rather than children rights, which naturally are part of Human Rights. 
 Do not forget : 

- the frescoes must be 1m x 1m. But you must leave at least 5 cm blank on each side. We will need that for the framing. These frescoes will be on light but solid fabric. 

- Attached are two texts : 

The Universal Declaration of Human Rights as it was voted by the UN. You can use it of course, but the language is a little complex. 

That is why we also prepared a summary that you can use if you think the words are more adapted to children. You should take time to discuss so that the Universal Declaration of Human Rights is well understood and so that the words of the children can replace those of these articles that are difficult to understand. 

- the calendar : 

We expect your paintings as of June. Do not hesitate to send them as you go along, before then. This will help us prepare the exhibitions. 

This will also enable us to make a first issue of the magazine on the project, which can be a good way to stimulate everybody’s imagination and creativity. The previous project, “My Earth seen from the sky” grew richer thanks to this mutual stimulation. 
 

